MICHEL DE  MONTAIGNE

which was to pass." A postscript adds the words:
u Every day I have been at the Chateau Trom-
pette. You will find the platform made. I see
the Archbishop daily."

A more irresistible terror than that caused by
the machinations of the League invaded Bordeaux
as Montaigne's second period of mayoralty drew
towards a close. The city was stricken by the
plague. Almost every citizen whose circum-
stances permitted it took to flight. The Parlia-
ment ceased to sit. On the last day of July Mon-
taigne's term of office expired. Matignon had
returned to the stricken city a month previously.
On the eve of the election of Matignon as his
successor, Montaigne was at Libourne. He wrote
to the jurats, assuring them that he would spare
neither his life nor any other thing in their ser-
vice,, and leaving it to than to decide whether the
gain of his presence at the approaching election
was worth the risk which he should run by enter-
ing the infected city. He proposed, as a com-
promise, that he should next day approach as near
as Feuillas, a chateau opposite Bordeaux on the
right bank of the Garonne, and should there de-
liver up his charge. On July 31 he was at
Feuillas, and again addressed a letter to the jurats.
His last act as mayor of Bordeaux was to give
the weight of his authority against the inhuman
practice of taking women and children prisoners.
xtit laden with armed men,reet.
